Exit Performance Description -

Major: Biology—Minor: English

Teaching Situation

During his internship year, Sl worked at {§ Sl High School, an urban school in the
area. - High School houses approximately Wil students, with 76

percent African American students, 13 percent Caucasian students, nine percent Hispanic

students, and two percent Asian students. Approximately 49 percent of S students

qualify for the free and reduced lunch program.

M taught within several biology classes, including one honors period. From the beginning of
the internship sequence, Jilll taught one section of biology throughout the entire year. He also
worked to observe and co-teach in his mentor’s other biology classes. At two different times in
his first semester, Sl also taught within one or two additional sections of biology. Then, from
February to April, Jilll worked within a ten-week lead-teaching situation, in which he taught
four sections of biology. During his lead teaching, Jiif} was forced to suspend his teaching for
about 10 days due to an illness; he then extended his lead teaching for several weeks to
accommodate the disruption in his overall schedule. Sl worked within a block schedule, and
learned to adapt lessons to both 55-minute blocks and 90-minute blocks.

The Four Program Standards

Michigan State University’s Teacher Education program follows four major program standards
for elementary and secondary teacher training. These standards are consistent with the
objectives and standards for teaching excellence at both the state and national level. The
following report is structured within the framework of these program standards: 1) Knowing
subject matters and how to teach them; 2) Working with students; 3) Creating and managing a
classroom learning community; 4) Working and learning in a school and profession.

Knowing Subject Matters and How to Teach Them

SR cxemplifies a good working knowledge of biological concepts. Throughout his internship
experience JEl struggled with finding methods of presenting biology subject matter in an
engaging curriculum of understanding, and toward the end of this year, he began to find some
sources—including other teachers and Internet resources—to use in meeting these goals.
Though 38 originally felt unsure when he could not answer a difficult student question, he
recently implemented a process in which students could gain extra credit by researching the
answers to such questions; he seems much more comfortable within these situations as he ends

his year.

As 388 shouldered more responsibility as the lead teacher, he began writing his own tests and
assessments. He is beginning to make connections between such assessments and the types of
review sessions and materials that he plans. S8 should now begin to think about analyzing his







